NAYANA

The news of Nayana's arrival spread among the
learned of Madras. A number of them came to Tiruvottiyur
to meet and talk with the personage eminent in the spiritual
as well as literary fields. Nayana was then a changed person.
He had entered the Vaanaprastha Asrama and considered the
show of literary prowess incompatible with spiritual pursuits.
But Kapali desired to witness an Avadhana. Nayana asked
him to wait and an occasion arose. An acquaintance of
Nayana came and wanted him to define good poetry in the
Vasantatilaka metre. That metre is made of four feet of
fourteen syllables each. Nayana asked him to draw on a slate
a diagram of 56 sqaures and went on stating with lightening
quickness the letters to the be writeen in the squares pointed
at random by the qustioner. When all the fifty-six squares
were filled up thus, it read as follows:

Prieetim dadaati vipulaam sriyumaatanoti
Nirmaati nootna samayamduritam dhunoti
Aardreeikaroti hrudayaanyapi devataanaam
Kasmai subhaaya na bhavet kavitaa vidosha

" Faultless good poetry delights the hearer, brings
about richness, creates a new era, removes imperfections and
melts the hearts of even the Gods. What benediction does
not good poetry confer?"

Poetry is usually supposed to give entertainment and
bring fame to the poet. But Nayana felt it to be more
profound. The popular belief was that a king brings about a
new age (Raja kaalasya kaaranam). But Nayana declared that
"a poet creates a new age" (Kavih Kaalasya Kaaranam). The
age of kings is gone. The influence of agenuine poet is
fargreater than that of even a benevolent king. Ganapati also
proved how effective a good poet could be, a few minutes
later.